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VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT_SDBIC 

 

Virtual Interfaces 

Since the commencement of the Academic Session 2019-20, the college was actively considering the development 

of virtual interfaces for the students on a phased a manner. The virtual interfaces were envisaged for providing all 

comprehensive cloud-based services to the students. During the course of time, the matter was discussed in various 

sub-committees and also in the meetings of the Governing Body of the college. The salient points of the terms of the 

references included digitization of Students’ Attendance Sheets, creating a culture of e-mail-based communication 

with the staff, maintaining a database of e-mail IDs of all the students, creation of technology enabled Learning 

environment, introduction of Learning Management System (MOODLE), adoption of MOOCs, introduction of web-

based access of the college library (WEBOPAC), introduction of digital achieve of the college, on-line journal of the 

college and development of e-contents & e-tutorials. Governing Body of the college unanimously approved all the 

above initiatives. 

Cloud-Based Early Initiatives 

 

The following interfaces have been made operative in a phased manner.  

Digitization of Students’ Attendance Sheets 

The college has done away with the conventional Students’ Attendance Registers. We have successfully introduced 

the Digitized Students” Attendance Sheets. Soft copies of the Digitized Students” Attendance Sheets are being e-

mailed to the respective HODs of the different departments.  

Creating a culture of e-mail-based communication with the staff 

The college has been trying relentlessly to create a single cloud-based communication channel for communicating 

with the staff at all levels. Initially, there are small hiccups among some of the staff towards the term “Cloud”. 

However, under the compulsion of the collateral government directives, the effort has been fully successful in 

creating a database of e-mail IDs of all the permanent staff including the Durwans. Database of e-mail IDs of all the 

casual staff is on the verge of completion. 

WEBOPAC-Interface  

The college has already implemented the WEBOPAC (Web-based Online Public Access Catalogue) interface of the 

library management system through free hosting service http://libsdb.wordpress.com. Consequently, the college 

library will now be accessible from anywhere throughout the World (at present during college hours except on 

holidays and Sundays). The faculty members and the students are effectively able to observe the circulation history, 

renew books, submit purchase suggestions and many other things through the WEBOPAC-interface. Already more 

than 12000 visitors visited the site. The non-teaching staff and students are also eligible to use the N-LIST e-

resources (more than 32,00,000 e-books and more than 6000 e-journals) on regular basis and also empowered to 

read and download from anywhere in the world by the given User ID and Password to the faculty members. At 

present, it has been integrated to our own hosting service. 

Digital Archive of Shibpur Dinobundhoo Institution (College) 

We have already implemented the web publishing tool Omeka, using which we are managing the digital record and 

keeping digital documentation of the different types of College event and achievements in an International format. 

Primarily we have started with a limited space of 500 MB. But, we have to move towards a large space as far as the 

increasing demands towards growth of the digital documentation for near future. This should be hosted to a cloud 

platform. We have already recorded our important events like, Bijoykrishna Memorial Lectures, Bhasa Sivas, 

achievement in Youth Parliament Competition and many other events. We named this cloud based digital platform 

as “Digital Archive of Shibpur Dinobundhoo Institution (College). Initially, the Digital Archive was launched 

through free hosting service http://libsdb.omeka.net. At present, it has been integrated to our own hosting service 

http://archive.sdbiclibrary.in/. 

Online Research Journal of SDBIC  

We have already implemented the on-line Journal “Research Journal of SDBIC”. Research Journal of SDBIC is a 

multidisciplinary of Shibpur Dinobundhoo Institution (College) that publishes original research works of 
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National/International relevance on different branches of arts and science. The language of publication is mainly 

English. There is no charge for publication in this Journal. The journal is published half-yearly by the Principal, 

Shibpur Dinobundhoo Institution (College), Shibpur, Howrah, West Bengal, India, 711102. The Journal publishes 

review articles, original research articles, short research communications and case reports. It has been integrated 

to our own hosting service http://publications.sdbiclibrary.in/. 

 

SWAYAM - NPTEL Local Chapter 

 

Our college Shibpur Dinobundhoo Institution (College) has been recognised  

as Swayam - Nptel Local Chapter w.e.f. 29/02/2020 (co-ordinated by IIT Kharagpur). National Programme on 

Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) is a project of MHRD initiated by seven Indian Institutes of Technology 

(Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Madras, Guwahati and Roorkee) along with the Indian Institute of Science, 

Bangalore in 2003, to provide quality education to anyone interested in learning from the IITs. The main goal was 

to create web and video courses in all major branches of engineering and physical sciences at the undergraduate 

and postgraduate levels and management courses at the postgraduate level. Study Webs of Active-Learning for 

Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM) is an Indian Massive open online course (MOOC) platform. SWAYAM is an 

initiative launched by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India under Digital India to 

give a coordinated stage and free entry to web courses, covering all advanced education, High School and skill 

sector courses. The objective of this effort is to take the best teaching learning resources to all, including the most 

disadvantaged. 

 

Work From Home : Effective Teaching Learning Culture 

 

“Work From Home” and “Online Classes” are not new concepts. However, these were limited to a few selective corporate 

entities/professions/institutions until the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. With the number of Covid-19 cases on the rise, 

authorities across India have announced various “social distancing measures” to prevent the spread of the disease. Shutting 

down the educational institutions including colleges (for the time being) is only one of those measures. However, the 

students should not be left unattended during the period. Here lies the urgency of introducing “Work From Home” and 

“Online Classes” in colleges in general and in SDBIC in particular. In fact online classes (through WhatsApp) were in 

vogue (in the departments of English and Commerce) much before the lockdown. Recently department of Botany has 

started taking classes through Google Classroom w.e.f. 01/03/2020. Immediately after the imposition of Lockdown, the 

college has quickly adapted itself into online (read Cloud-based) mode of teaching and learning culture and started 

delivering teaching excellence w.e.f. 16/03/2020 through pdf classnote emailing, FaceBook, WhatsApp, 

GoogleClassroom, YouTube Links, Skype and Zoom Meeting App. Already, 69 teachers spread over 19 

Departments have maintained the spirit of extending helping hands to our dear students.  Hats off to the teachers for 

supporting the online culture.  The college is indebted to them for successfully implementing "work from home" culture 

and developing overnight the different modes of e-learning initiatives. 

 

E-Learning Platform 

 

You are well aware of the fact that during the past six months, the college was trying hard to launch the Learning 

Management System “Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment” (MOODLE) for transforming the 

paradigm of teaching-learning culture in the college. You will be very happy to know that the nascent MOODLE has been 

recently launched in the form of E-LEARNING PLATFORM and the link has been attached to the college website 

(www.sdbic.ac.in). Lesson plan-wise e-contents(text), e-tutorials(video) and e-assessment of different departments are 

being uploaded in the platform in line with the Four Quadrant Instructional Design. It has already been integrated to our 

own hosting service https://moodle.sdbiclibrary.in/.  
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